
fl'DOUGALL RECOLLECTS AN
INTERVIEW WITH THE

LAI E KWANG SU.
HH alleged death of the Emperor of

I by poison, the axe, red hot Irons, 01

li ever it was, recalls to my mind an ii

Ing Interview I had with liim early last Si
One bright June morning, when the ginseu
aoms filled the whole province with a:

perfumes and the fields of oolong gave for

scent of a 5 o'clock tea, I strolled to the

accompanied by Ah Feo Ace, an interpret
provided with a letter of introduction fro

American Minister which instantly procui
an audience.
The Emperor was a small young man 1

gamboge-colored countenance, and was evi

trying to raise a mustache, as he felt for H

alonally in a nervous manner.

THE EMPEROR'S AMBITION.

I began by inquiring bis opinion of the fut
China.

"From the casual glimpses I am permit
obtain," the Emperor said in reply, "I shou
that as things are going China's future is
Hang Yu Mei, my adviser and side partner,
<rith me in thinking that I can develop the c

and bring it more up to date, so to speak.
"When fl man wants In talk trv-h»

$pend forty-five minutes in gymnastic evoli
turning flip-flaps, handsprings and other <

tions, before he opens his mouth, and tin
time is up and he has to give way to anotb

STEPHEN CPA
HAVANA, Oct. 3..The citizen of Havanahas an extraordinary lack of

what might bo called the sense of
public navigation. It is a common lack
on all shores of the Mediterranean, and
ine ueartn 01 it even exteuus to rana,

where it is always clear that a kind of
special deity continually has to protect
from the pain of collision all drivers of
fiacres.
Rut there is no special deity for the

people here. They are children of pellucid
chance, and if Havana was a tub and they
were a lot of rubber balls prancing and
bouncing within they could not be more

Joyously Irresponsible and incompetent.
An opportunity to view this matter to

good advantage is given every Thursday
end Sunday evening, when a band plays
In the square. A great crowd attends,
end with the lights and the music and all
It is not unlike the board walk at Asbury
Park, without the boards and without the
Ken

A Nursery Came for Re?
pubfican Pofiticians. !

j

i frf
Fj r,

2.THIS S THE DOUGH
' INTO THE CANAL TH

_ !m
+ y

»'

SOME
China plieant. Thus I never arrive at an

what- with the very men I want to see."
iterest- "That is pretty hard," I put in.
immer. "It is ridiculous!" exclaimed K\v;
g hios- life is one continual dress rehearsal
omatic reai performances."
th the. "But," I interrupted, "there is c

Palace feature.you have the society of sis
er, and wives."
m the II® looked at me pityingly a mom
ed me "I cather from your remarks," fc

you have never been married or

tvith a have made a break iilce that. Whe
dently 80 many wives that he can only k:
t oeca- their numbers, matrimony is a failun

down in your notebook. No, there

redeeming feature in a Chinese Empi
life.there is no mother-in-law eleme

"What are your ideas as to Refoi
"I want to catch up with the p

get alongside of the band. I wan

Chinese nation playing baseball, po'
riding in trolley cays, buying patei
reading three newspapers per diem,
whiskers, wearing dress suits and 1
and drinking gin rickeys.

"I believe in honest politics, pei
and light taxes, and the Dowager ]
I'm 'nutty,' that outside of Phila

things are impossible.'"
"She's nearly right," I said; "that

impossibility of"
"Nonsense!" ejaculated the youi

"She has not a corner on brains, eve

control the output of slaves in the 1m
which is all that gives her the ci
nere.

"But your respected mother," I ir
"She isu't my mother, bless youi

was the 'secondary wife,' a sort of n

study to the wife of Hien Fung.1
peror but one, I think he was. Her

" our family has caused all the trouble

body happens to disagree with the o

011 a question of no importance, h«
afflicted with appendicitis, paresis,

:ure of lepsv, or some other quick and fatal
the next thing you see of him he is

ted to leading man at his own obsequies."
id say "This is terriblei" I remarked, ^

rosy, shudder.
agrees "Isn't it? And that's not the i

ountry Boss here.sole, entire and absolute
about Piatt or Croker. They are n

has to It! What she says is the official stal
utions, pels itself. Look there."
:ontor- I turned my eyes in the direction
an his Two dozen assorted sizes of bottles w

ier ap- In an ornately carved ivory cabinet,

Ml: IM HAVANA
If two friends meet face to face on 1

Broadway their greeting, if begun in the 5
middle of the stream, is never finished
there. They instantly move to the curb 1

or 111 to tne wans, to toe siacu water, i

.Tliey always do It. and there is nothing t
marvellous about it. But you should see 1

two friends meet here when, for instance, 1
the band is playing in the plaza and a great a

crowd is strolling. 1
Well, for their ceremony of greeting,

they camp indefinitely right in the middle i
of everything. Of course, in Spanish coun- t

tries it is customary to express joy and <

welcome by rushing forward and at once (

engaging the other man in a catchweight
wrestling contest. i
Suppose that there are two hundred peo- i

pie coming along on the same route. They a

are stopped, bothered, compelled to change c

their gait and their course. But they say 1
not a word. They move around the im- a

pediment in silence and patience. It does c
not occur to tnem.tney nave no necessity c
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HE SEES THE COMIC '

C SIDE OF THINGS.
a

or knowing.that traffic Is blocked, as we
my.
Nature is usually seeking to alleviate, to c

nend, but circumstance is always perverse,
iggravating. The English are not a par- j
icularly amiable people; at least, they arc

s
lot suave, and so circumstance provides ^:hem with a pattern of railway carriage
vhich is the cruelest test of manners which
ife affords.

;
In Havana, where people do not com- r

31'ehend public navigation, this perverse j
drcumstance provides sidewalks from r
fighteen to forty inches wide, upon which f
)nly acrobats can make their way.
But, at any rate, a grand mystery of g

Spanish romance has been cleared for one ,
nind, at any rate, by these Spanish side- ^
valks of Havana. In every one of those s
ielightful tales there was a street scene j
n which a gallant cavalier going one way t
vas met by a gallant cavalier going the 1]

>tlier way. They stopped, then the first £
avalier, twirling his mustache, said:

ndertuT

I THAT BLACK BUILT.

3.THIS IS THE MAN THAT HAND
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CANAL THAT BLACK BUILT.
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F CHINA'S
ibel with the word those! It's a fact/ he

"nnd I'd just have to
imperor said, in an our old customs that
me to sample one of Thou, besides those, si

V^ i/\^ ^ //if V*}

u^bs^l |\^s >N

MEMORY OF HIS ANCESTORS.

'Senor, I take the wall."
But the second cavalier, laying his hand
tpon his sword, invariably replied: "You
re mistaken, senor. I take the wall."
Whereat they drew and fell upon each «

ither like brave gentlemen, giving and re- /
:eiving wounds in the groin, lungs, liver p.
ind heart, until one was down and after
le had said, "Oh, I am dead," the other ^
beathed his sword and went home.taking Js
he wall. sli
This fighting for the inside track, for the

irivilege of passing nest to the wall, was a

nystery and an annoynce to my boyish xt
nind. I wanted my hero to fight over the an

ady behind the lattice. Anything con- yo
tected with that Intrigue was good cause sei

or the gore of cavaliers. ]
But to go out and fight with comparative in
Grangers over the privilege of passing r.
lest to the wall, giving and receiving Tt
vounds in the groin, lungs, liver and heart, of
eemed a very pointless proceeding. But wl
t is all plain at present. It was because ot
he Spaniard had as much sense of public br
lavigation as he has now. and because the
idewalks of Seville were only from eigheento forty inches wide. gr.
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A PASTORAL TALE
* TOLD IN MUSIC.

\BOOK of new, short stories by HenrykSlenkiewicz is soon to appear.
Its title is "Sielanka; A Forest

cture. and Other Stories."
rhe style of most of the stories is as

fferent from that of "Quo Vadis" as day
from night. Let us take one of the

orter nipces. It ha3 no plot, no plan.
is about two peasant children who

"ed In the woods and loved each other,
lat is all.they merely lived in the woods
d loved. But when yon read the story
u Inhale the fragrance of the forest and
e the leaves waving in the breeze.
Here is a girl in a forest described almost
music:
L'he clear brook wound among the trees,
le lilies, rocked by the light movement
the water, swayed gently with their

bite flowers; bending toward one anher,they seemed to kiss: above their
oad leaves, which lay like shields on the
rface of the water, dark sapphire-colored
asshoppers moved around in the air with
'bad and rustling wings, so delicate and
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THIS IS THE CHARGE UP SAN JUAN HILL
THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO-AND NEVER

WILL
WITH THE MAN AND THE DOUGH AND
THE FEES FOR THE TOW ON THE WONDERFULCANAL THAT BLACK BUILT.
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o a white heat and a committee of still g
ized to jab me with them if I hold daintii
ring from hers regarding baptism, picklei
currency question." cake."
es the job or being an Emperor or "An

r which there should be few appli- a bror
J judge," I ventured to remark. "Nei

he answered with some show of back
I'm the hardest worked man In Three)

I have to rise at 2 o'clock In the makin,
go to bed at 5:30 In the afternoon, li^e, t

time Is spent Jossing In the Joss ever s

have to put up several hundred my m

r year before the memorial tablets He se

>us ancestors of the last three thou- °f bin

and celebrate forty-seven sacrifices Here i

laster of .paris, ivory, brass and porivithimitation emerald eyes, as I'm
s well as Emperor.
?aused a revolution only last month
ome two thousand of these old, back
>ns and letting them drift off in the
n. The Dowager tore around dread- /'%
lie, but I calmed her by telling her (fwi
ken an interest in Li Hung Chang's

nnA mflnfnH It c drtplt )tr

rnand, so that time I didn't have to J
r cyanide cocktails. /
cnic, I assure you. I'd rather be a 7
isioner in Hong Kong any time."
'entured to suggest, "you are not
hustle for your meals like a mere AW.

Ai>\t
3W you touch a burning question. Vp
as Emperor simply for my board
and it can't be presented in any
've nominally eight thousand slaves
n't dare sass one of them for fear
the old woman. It's not that I'm
ng this sinecure of holding down a

raten and lopsided throne, yon unI'mliable to lose the only life I
tiat is hemmed in by knockout drops
ien on every side. The daily menu

ror of the Celestial Kingdom, for
leer nickname they've dubbed this

1m, was composed by the chef of n°r e

>, one of my revered progenitors,
ne centuries since, and it still goes

' '

. Everything is served to me In eneak

ckens, two sturgeon's fins, two mice 5t
j

and so on, and if I happen to relish 'y0TI"

dish and eat heartily of it it is
' v'

and never appears on the festive P°.^01
urlng my precarious but uneventful make
at's another old rule that has long can't

5 on It and ought to be rubbed off ,rU:rand a
cannot eat anything not registered j asj

ent menu cards, and therefore I am

SIENKIEWICZ'S
slender that people call them "water maidens"justly: black butterflies, wit# white
mourning borders, sat on the points of the
flag.
In such a silence nymphs and rusalkas

dwell usually, as well as other good and
bad forest divinities. So when Kasia, who
went ahead, stopped first on the bank and
looked at the water, in which her charming,slender form was reflected, she might
have seemed indeed a beautiful apparition
of the woodland, such as%foresters meet
in the woods sometimes, or as bargemen
meet when floating down among trees with
their flat-boats. She was without a kerchiefon her head; the wind had blown her
tresses apart somewhat, and jstirred the
hair on her forehead. She was brighthairedand sunburnt; 6he had eyes smiling,but blue as star thistles, and lips also
smiling. Besides, she was tall and-slender,a perfect rusalka! Nobody would
swear that, frightened by an eye, she
would not spring Into the water, or vanish
in mist, in a rainbow, or in sunlight, that
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IS THE MAN THAT CRIED IN THE VAN. "COME

t LIFE HE HASN'T BEEN HEARD TO UTTER A W(
MAN AND THE DOUGH AND THE CANAL THAT I

A* e

HIS TROUBLES WITH HIS RELATIVES,LIVING AND
DEAD,

rosslr Ignorant of the taste of snch modern
;s as "Welsh rabbits,Siot tamales, green corn,
5, Washington pie, sinkers or peach short!"

I exclaimed, "then yon have neYer eaten
led frankfurter on toasted Ice cream soda?"
er heard of them till Kang Yu llei cam*

from Berlin with- a letter from William
iijies, telling me what I was missing by not
g a kick and running my own Empire In &

wentieth century manner, and I've dreamed
ince of German cooking till I wake up with,
outh watering like an overflowing bathtuh.
nt me three or four hundred photograph*
iself in different uniforms, and, will you bene,I am not allowed to sit for my portrait

" ii kt I nr,k i"

ren permit a wandering Cook's tourist t%
i snap at me with his thpee-dollar kodak.
ouldn't send Bill my picture. If yon could
a sketch of me while you're here and get
the paper I'd be tickled to death. Could

e done it," I said, modestly, "but I sup'dbetter not show it to you"
t on your life! I'd love to see it, but they'd
it a criminal offence if I did. Now rhey
find anything against me even with an

searchlight. Just make me a little taller
few pounds stouter in the cut, eh?"
sured him tli&t I would do so.

WALT M'DOTJGALL.

NEW STYLE.
she would not -change suddenly Into a "lly
or a snowball, which, when thou shouldst
wish to pluck it, would say In human
speech, though In speech like the rustle oi

"Touch me not!"
In rain did Kasia, standing on the edge

of the brook with forget-me-nots In her
hand, turn to that side whence the voice
of the cuckoo had come, and inquire:
"Cuckoo, oh. blue* cuckoo, have I long to

live ?"
The cuckoo said nothing in answer.
"Cuckoo, shall I be rich?"
The cuckoo said nothing.
Then the tar boiler (her lover) said:
"Cuckoo, gray cuckoo, will my wedding

come soon!''
The cuckoo said nothing.
"He will not answer," said Xaslot. "Let

us go hack."
They went back.through poetry and

music, and each step of their pastoral lovemakingis described in a delightful style.The book also contains stories of battle
and strife and exciting adventure.
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